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tinguished men of science, and I have thought
some of them to be men of obviously high intel-
lectual gifts, and some of them men of inert and
secretive temperaments. But that is only natural,
for to be great in other departments generally
implies a certain knowledge of the world, or at
all events of the thought of the world ; whereas
the great man of science may be moving in regions
of thought that may be absolutely incommunicable
to the ordinary person. But I do not suppose
that scientific greatness is a thing which can be
measured by the importance of the practical re-
sults of a discovery, I mean that a man may hit
upon some process, or some treatment of disease,
which may be of incalculable benefit to humanity,
and yet not be really a great man of science, only
a fortunate discoverer, and incidentally a great
benefactor to humanity. The unknown discoverers
of things like the screw or the wheel, persons lost
in the mists of antiquity, could not, I suppose, be
ranked as great men of science. The great man
of science is the man who can draw some stupen-
dous inference, which revolutionises thought and
sets men hopefully at work on some problem which
does not so much add to the convenience of
humanity as define the laws of nature. We are still
surrounded by innumerable and awful mysteries
of life and being ; the evidence which will lead
to their solution is probably in our hands and plain